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Age of Burial Mounds,
Nara Period, Heian Period

About 1,700 years ago, the state of
Yamato was formed by the chieftains of
powerful clans, with a ruler or “Okimi”
at its head. The chieftains of this time
had large burial mounds constructed for
themselves, as monuments to their
power. The larger the burial mound, it is
believed, the greater had been the
chieftain’s territorial authority. About
500 such mounds have been found in
Sodegaura.

In the 8th century, a capital was

established in present-day Nara
prefecture, and a state was formed on
the basis of fundamental laws for ruling
a nation. In the late 8th century, the
capital was moved to Kyoto. Hence
began a period of imperial government,
led by an emperor but increasingly
dominated by powerful aristocratic
clans. The most powerful clans came to
possess large territories of land and
formed armies of warriors to defend
them. These armies would later give rise
to the “samurai” warrior class.
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Kamakura, Muromachi,
and Momoyama Periods

In the late 12th century, Minamoto
Yoritomo became the shogun and estab-
lished a military government
(“shogunate™) in Kamakura. Thus, the
age of aristocratic rule ended, and a new
age of military rule began.

The new government was continually
troubled by conflict among the samurai
clans supporting it. After Yoritomo’s
death, the Hojo clan, who had acted as
regents of the Minamoto shogunate,
succeeded to power.

Dissatisfaction with Hojo rule grew, until
powerful samurai families finally rose up in
rebellion in the 14th century. This led to the
founding of the Muromachi Shogunate
under the Ashikaga Takauji. The Ashikaga
government also suffered continual conflict
among the clans supporting it, and by the
late 15th century the entire nation had
fallen into a state of chaos. An age of civil
war began, with low-ranking samurai
coming to hold positions of power while the
shogun remained a ruler in name only. This
period was characterized by castle warfare
conducted by samurai clans from strong
castles erected in their home territories.
Several such castles and fortresses were built
in the Sodegaura area.
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Edo Period

Edo (Tokyo) became the seat of power
when Tokugawa leyasu formed the Edo
Shogunate in the 17th century. The
population of Edo swelled as a conse-
guence, and an urban community
developed. A network of roads was laid
with Edo at its heart, and farm produce
and other goods came to be shipped
here from every region of Japan.

Roads were also laid in the Sodegaura

area, with a decree that porters and
horses always be kept on hand at relay
points along the main roads. A system
was set up under which local villages
were required to provide these porters
and horses. Called the “sukego”
system, it placed a heavy burden on the
villages, for men and horses needed for
agricultural work were taken. The
shogunate also exacted a rice tax from
each village as a unit in its rule of the
people, and enforced the provision of
various work services. Through village

officials, the shogunate placed
elaborate controls on everything from
farm produce to daily lifestyle.

Under such harsh rule, the farming
people persevered together, lending
one another a hand with the rice
planting and farm labors, held festivals
and rites in supplication for abundant
harvests, and otherwise found
occasions for communal enjoyment.

In the mid-19th century, Commodore

Perry arrived with a fleet in Uraga Bay,
carrying a message to the shogunate
urging Japan to end its seclusion policy.
This crisis split the nation into two
camps, those favoring an open-door
policy and those in favor of repelling
foreign adversaries. Eventually, the 15th
shogun transferred his authority to the
imperial court,thereby ending over 260
years of military rule.
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establishment of a Ministry of Education

and implementation of a school

education system.
persuade parents to enter their children.

Apparently, this was no less true in

district temple as a school building. The
Sodegaura.

school had a teacher and 21 students.
In those days, many parents felt that
“farmers don’t need academic
learning,” and stories are on record
throughout Japan about how difficult it
was, even when a school opened, to

In 1873, Kubota Elementary School
opened in Sodegaura, using a Kubota

and “Meiji”

system of fiefdoms administered by lords
under the shogunate was abolished
and a new system of prefectures chosen

In 1868, the Emperor Meiji read a
statement in Kyoto proclaiming the
Restoration and announcing the basic
policy of the new imperial government.
Edo was consequently renamed Tokyo,
the “western capital,”

became the era name. In 1871, the

by the Meiji government. Sodegaura
was included in Kisarazu prefecture, at
that time. Two years later, Kisarazu
and Inba prefectures merged to create
Chiba prefecture. 1871 also saw the

Meiji Period
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Taisho and Showa Eras
(Pre-war Sodegaura)

Anxious of being left behind by the
Western powers, who were engaged in
colonial expansion around the world, the
Japanese government emerged victorious
from the Sino-Japanese war in 1894 and
the Russo-Japanese war in 1904, thereby
establishing a foothold on the Chinese
mainland. Participating in the first world
war when it broke out in 1914, Japan
again emerged a victor and intensified its
advance into Manchuria. In these years,
Japan’s military leaders exercised
increasing power over state affairs. They
finally exceeded their authority. In 1931,

a railway bombing in northeast China
sparked the Manchurian Incident. This
incident became the indirect cause of full-
scale war with China and, eventually, with
the United States in 1941 (the Pacific War).

In the Pacific War, the advance of US
military forces proved unstoppable. In the
last stages of the war, the US undertook
the aerial bombing of every region in
Japan. People in metropolitan areas
evacuated to the countryside, at this time,
in order to escape the bombing. A group
of some 60 Tokyo children evacuated to
Sodegaura, where they received refuge in
Zenpukuji Temple (Yokota) and Enmeiji
Temple (Takaya).
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The Pacific War ended with Japan’s
surrender in August 1945. Thereafter,
the nation adopted a constitution under
the guidance of the GHQ (General
Headquarters of the Occupation), and
found a new start as a nation commit-
ted to peace and democracy.

Soaring inflation and severe food
shortages were the realities of life for
most Japanese, after the war. People
began traveling by train to buy food
from villages in the suburbs. Many such

people came to Sodegaura from Tokyo.

In 1947, the educational system was
changed to the 6-3 system of
education, with six years of elementary
school and three of junior high school
becoming mandatory for Japanese
children. Due to the general lack of
supplies, many schools even operated
without a school building. Sodegaura’s
Showa Junior High School had to open
in the area’s oldest elementary school
building. Classes were held in double
shifts to accommodate the many
students.

Eventually, as Japan reconstructed in

the aftermath of war, food shortages
subsided and the domestic economy
stabilized. In the Sodegaura area,
villages were merged in 1955 to create
the two towns of Sodegaura and
Hirakawa. Hereafter, the Japanese
economy entered an era of rapid eco-
nomic growth. Amid bright economic
prospects, the average household came
to enjoy electrical appliances such as
TVs, refrigerators, and washing
machines, and lifestyle began to
change. In these years, the coast off
Nagaura was drained and reclaimed for
rice farming. Thereafter, reclamation
was undertaken all along the coast, and
factories supportive of rapid economic

growth grew up where there once
had been fishing grounds and bathing
resorts.

In 1971, the towns of Sodegaura and
Hirakawa merged to form ““Sodegaura
Town.” Energy-related businesses
dealing in electricity, gas, and petroleum
gathered on the reclaimed coast,

so that Sodegaura came to function as
a great energy supply base.
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Heisei Era With the opening of a bicycle parking Aqua-Line, linking Kisarazu with “Tokyo German Village,” has opened.

lot at Nagaura Station, the Tomioka
Annex of Hirakawa Community Center,
and Manyo Botanical Garden, as well as
the completion of a pool at Domeki
Park, Sodegaura made progress in
expanding its facilities to meet the
diversifying needs of residents. In 1996,
the “Voices of Citizens” system was
established, so as to better reflect citizen
opinion in city government.

Sodegaura attained city status on

1 April 1991 with a population of over
50,000 people, thus becoming the
prefecture’s 29th city. The Health
Center, Social Welfare Center, and
Welfare Activities Center opened at this
time, and Sodegaura also announced its
“Environmental Protection City”
proclamation, the first in the prefecture,
and embarked on new programs as

such. 1997 saw the opening of Tokyo Bay

Kawasaki, Kanagawa prefecture. Along
with the growing numbers of Aqua-Line
users, the ““Sodegaura Bus Terminal
Parking Lot was completed. Each year,
a growing number of people use the
new facility, which integrates a parking
lot for bridge users with an express bus
terminal on Route 16 through the city.

In 2001, at the start of a new century,
as Sodegaura celebrated its 10th year as
a city, a new country farm theme park,

The theme park is expected to become
a landmark in the city. Hereafter,
Sodegaura will remain on the path of
development, guided by its future
portrait, “Sodegaura, a community radi-
ant in its optimism and natural wealth.”
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